
Concept Map 

Step-by-step instructions 
 

Before class 

 

1. Ensure the slide of Concept Map can be projected, and the animation is working for use 

during instruction. 

 

2. Print a copy of the Concept Map Handout for each student 

 

Introduce the Strategy 

 

3. Ask students if they have used graphic organizers before and discuss various graphic 

organizers and the reasons graphic organizers are used.  Make sure students understand that 

graphic organizers are used to arrange information in a way that helps students understand 

relationships between vocabulary terms or concepts. It is an illustration or picture of 

connecting ideas. 

 

4. Tell students you are going to introduce them to a Concept Map. Explain that a Concept Map 

is a type of graphic organizer or a visual display that allows you to see how concepts or ideas 

are connected or related.    

 

Introduce the Lesson 

5. Hand out the student copies of the Concept Map. 

 

6. Say, “Our next unit will be on the Constitution.  Before you read the chapter, lets learn 

the important concepts and vocabulary.” 

 

7. Point to the heading of the slide and the student copy.  Note the title “A New Constitution 

(1787)” Explain that a constitution is the way something is made up.  And in 1787 the 

writers or framers of the Constitution made up or designed our plan of government. The 

US Constitution is our written plan for how the government will work. 

 

8. In the plan it had to be decided what kind of government we would have.  Our 

government is both a democracy and a republic. 

 

9. Click the mouse for the first definition – Say “Democracy is a government that is run by 

the people who live in it.”   

 

10. Ask, “What is a democracy?”  

 

11. Students repeat in unison, “A government that is run by the people who live in it.”  

Instruct the students to write this in the space provided.  Give them time to write this 

down and ensure this is copied correctly. 

 



12. Click the mouse again.  Say “We are also a republic.  A Republic is a nation or state in 

which citizens elect representatives to manage the government.” 

 

13. Ask, “What is a republic?” 

 

14. Students repeat in unison, “A nation or state in which citizens elect representatives to 

manage the government.” Instruct the students to write this in the space provided.  Give 

them time to write this down and ensure this is copied correctly. 

 

15. Discuss how these two terms are related.  Draw the students into the discussion by asking 

who runs for office.  Are the people who run for senate or even the president citizens of 

the United States?  Elicit information from the students about their prior knowledge of 

Congress’s duties.  Through the discussion lead the students to understand that the people 

decide whom among them will be the leaders and those leaders make decisions about 

how to run the country. 

 

16. Ask, “How can we be sure that no part of the government is too powerful?”  

Acknowledge answers providing corrective feedback.  Point to the pictures representing 

the branches of government.  When the class gives an approximate answer to the one 

provided click the mouse to reveal the answer and read, “Divide the powers of the 

Federal Government.” 

 

17. Ask, “How can we be sure that no part of the government is too powerful?”   

 

18. Students repeat in unison, “Divide the powers of the Federal Government.” Instruct the 

students to write this in the space provided.  Give them time to write this down and 

ensure this is copied correctly. 

 

19. Click the mouse. Say the vocabulary word for this concept is “Separation of Powers.” 

20. Ask, “What is the name of the concept?” 

 

21. Students repeat in unison, “Separation of Powers.” Instruct the students to write this in 

the space provided.  Give them time to write this down and ensure this is copied 

correctly. 

 

22. Tell the students that the framers of the Constitution decided to divide the powers into 

three branches of government. “The three branches of government are The Legislative 

Branch, The Executive Branch, and the Judicial Branch.” 

 

23. Ask, “What are the three branches of government?” 

 

24. Students repeat in unison, “The Legislative Branch, The Executive Branch, and the 

Judicial Branch.” 

 

25. Ask student for the name of the buildings.  Acknowledge student responses and name the 

buildings as The Capitol, The White House, The Supreme Court Building. 



26. Tell the students each branch of government has many jobs, but one main job.  “The 

Legislative Branch makes the laws.” 

 

27. Click the mouse. Ask, “What is the main job of the Legislative Branch?” 

 

28. Students repeat in unison, “make laws” Instruct the students to write this in the space 

provided.  Give them time to write this down and ensure this is copied correctly. 

 

29. Tell students, “The main job of the Executive Branch is to enforce the laws.” 

 

30. Click the mouse. Ask, “What is the main job of the Executive Branch? 

 

31. Students repeat in unison, “enforces the laws” Instruct the students to write this in the 

space provided.  Give them time to write this down and ensure this is copied correctly. 

 

32. Tell the students each branch of government has two components. Point out the two 

boxes under each branch on their handout. 

 

33. Ask students if they know what the two components of the Legislative Branch are?  

Guide the discussion until students provide the correct answers. When they do, click the 

mouse twice. 

 

34. Tell the students, “The Legislative Branch is divided into the House of Representatives 

and the Senate.” 

 

35. Ask, “What are the two components of the Legislative Branch?” 

 

36. Students repeat in unison, “House of Representatives and the Senate” Instruct the 

students to write this in the boxes under the Capitol.  Give them time to write this down 

and ensure this is copied correctly. 

 

37. Tell the students, “The Executive Branch also has two parts” Ask students if they know 

who leads the Executive Branch and the name of the group of his advisors. Guide the 

discussion until students provide the correct answers. Then click the mouse twice. 

 

38. Tell the students, “The Executive Branch is made up of the President and the Cabinet.”   

 

39. Ask, “What are the two components of the Executive Branch?” 

 

40. Students repeat in unison, “The President and the Cabinet” Instruct the students to write 

this in the boxes under the White House.  Give them time to write this down and ensure 

this is copied correctly.  Briefly explain the cabinet as the “secretaries” or advisors they 

see on TV.  

 

41. Tell students the Judicial Branch is also divided, but a bit differently.  In the Judicial 

Branch it is broken into “levels”.  Ask students who makes up the Judicial Branch   Guide 



a discussion until students name the Supreme Court.  Be prepared to lead the discussion 

to the lower level courts.  Instruct the students the Judicial Branch is made up of the 

Supreme Court and The Lesser National Courts. Click the mouse twice 

 

42. Ask, “What are the two components of the Judicial Branch?” 

 

43. Students repeat in unison, “Supreme Court and The Lesser National Courts” Instruct the 

students to write this in the boxes under the Supreme Court Building.  Give them time to 

write this down and ensure this is copied correctly. 

 

44. Tell students the Concept Map provides two examples of separation of powers; (read the 

sentence and click the mouse as you come to the blank).  “Legislative Branch makes laws 

but President must sign.  President commands the military but Legislative Branch decides 

how much money to spend for the military.” 

 

45.  Ask, “What are two examples of separation of powers?” 

 

46. Students repeat in unison, “Legislative Branch makes laws but President must sign.  

President commands the military but Legislative Branch decides how much money to 

spend for the military.” Instruct the students to write this in the space provided.  Give 

them time to write this down and ensure this is copied correctly. 

 

Guided practice 

 

47. Pair students up with their “shoulder partner” (the person sitting next to them). Assign 

one student to be partner A and the other to be partner B. 

 

48. Have students go through the hand out again when Student A leads the instruction for #1, 

Student Be leads the instruction for #2, Student A leads the Legislative Branch, Student B 

leads the Executive Branch, Student A leads the Judicial Branch, Student Be leads the 

examples. 

 

49. Have students turn their papers over and come up with one more example of separation 

of powers.  Walk around the room listening in and providing corrective feedback and 

support.  Assist in the discussion of other examples if needed. 

 

50. Call the group back together and ask group members to share their examples of 

separation of powers.  Make any corrections necessary. 

 

Wrap up 

 

51. Go over the hand out one more time.  Have students read the sections they wrote on the 

handout in unison. 

 

52. Talk through the concepts and answer any student questions.   


